Bell Restoration
Project

Ending 65 years of silence






13t ¢. Church rebuilt in
St Faith’s in 1872







1950
Tower reduced In height

? Bells were lowered
b . and hung on the
remains of the 17t c.
wooden bell frame.






The Bell Project
all began with
the East Window!

2011
Quinguennial
Inspection

13th c. stonework in
urgent need of repair




Restoration work began
at the end of April 2013

* English Heritage

 Herefordshire Historic
Churches Trust

e Lasletts Charities

£72,000 was raised

Herefordshire é“ r@

lottery fund
LOTTERY FUNDED s

Historic
Churches




Late Victorian
Clayton & Bell
glass cleaned and
replaced




19t ¢. St Faith’s needs 21st c. facilities

Kitchen and
lavatories essential

Only suitable
place?
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But guess what was up above!




1639
John Finch of Hereford

c. 1350

John of Gloucester
(Cast on site)




1654
John Finch of Hereford

- g
1650
John Finch of Hereford




Urgent!

The frame was rotting, the
headstocks rusting away and
the ancient bells were at risk.

This had to be dealt with —

but why spend thousands to still
have SILENT bells?



Question - Could
they go back to full
circle ringing?

Answer - Yes! The

experts told us that

there was room and

It would strengthen
the tower.




Six bells would fit and be
much better for ringing -
with 720 possible changes




The Keltek Trust gifted us two orphan Warner
bells (1904 ) from Richmond in Yorkshire







October 2017

Appointed
Matt Pritchard Construction (Hereford)
to do General Building work — new louvres in roof,

concrete ring beam, new upper floor, heating
& lighting

Matthew Higby & Co (Church Bell Engineers)
Holcombe, nr. Bath to remove, restore and re-
hang bells + two from Keltek Trust.
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tchard removes
part of Bell Frame
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Old floor removed
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BeII Chamber
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or roof
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The Borderlink Benefice
Blakemere, Bredwardine w. Brobury, Clifford, Cusop, Dorstone,
Hardwicke, Moccas & Preston on Wye

Remembrance Day
Service

on the centenary of the end of World War One

Sunday 11t November 2018

Led by Rt Revd Richard Frith,
Bishop of Hereford

With the rededication of St Faith’s Church Bells













Window displays by each of the
Borderlink Parishes
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Dead Man’s Penny

Issued to
family of all
who died In
World War |
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Richard

. Revd.
Frith Bishop of

Y

Hereford

rededicates
Dorstone Bells
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Ernest’s father persuaded him during the 19305 to join the St Johr
Ambutance, essentually because his father had experienced the trenches 4 War § ded want
2 simular experience. At the start of World War Il Ernest volunteered for the Navy and he

an officer training programme which included & months of sea traning He was dratted to HMS

Norfolk in October 1943

He joined the

folk 3t Scapa Flow, Arctic Operations were from §
Flow 10 Murmansk. It was a tough operabion, with continual attacks

from JU 885, Heinka! 10 do bombers and U-boat

It was bitterty cold and ice build-up on decks, TIRRINGL, BUNS #1C was a

constant hazard

On Christmas Day 1943 the dreaded Scharnhorst left Norway with S destroyers 10 ntercept a Russian bound

cotvoy, HMS Norfolk, HMS Belfast and SINKING OF THE , .
HMS Shetfield set out to intercept the SCHARNHORST * wl

»
Scharnhorst and on Boxing Day they poi —
made contact. The Norfolk was badly ‘.*. —
damaged in the battie but fortunately ————

did not sink. She did take out the 8
Scharnhorst's radar —
Ultimately the Scharnhorst was sunk
by HMS5 Duke of York

The sinking of the Scharnhorst and the
huge loss of men obviously had a lasting
effect on Ernest and those who served
with him,

CONVOYS S

VELET NI

his officer training. On January 237 1945

i —
—

he was commissionad, i sub-bautenant, to the

F th raham Castie worked
on the Scapa Flow and Mermansk o
On VE Day they cronsed the Arctic Circle, heading South

The Arctic Star Medal and The Ushakov Medal - awarded by decree from President Viadimir Putin

e

Commemorative Medal marking the 70™ Anniversary of VE Day

awarded by decree from President Viadimir Putin










A day we aII ‘Remembered’
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Headstocks













Q
O
©










Our first Dlng oris it Dong’7
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’¢A1 fastened to the
0@ crete ring beam
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The ropes are connected
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Saturday 16t March

aa Bells gt StF ith S
Bring back
Dorstone/s

Ring Tones

Our official Bell Ringing Day






Betty cut therib
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Cathy shows of our
2' wé?”l’”frmf GRS Box -

bt“’

made by Rob I\/Iorgan



ltemssmade-from the 17t" ¢ oak on sale







and.nibbles!
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Thanks to Alistair we can see the
bells are up and ready




Everyone outside Is ready!




Let the bells ring




Ringing Day was a wonderful
way to celebrate our bells being
restored to full circle ringing
after so many years of silence.

Thank you every one who
helped, donated and to our
new bell ringers.
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from
Bob Barnard
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Chzlles & Peits
Holy Communion in St Faith’s




Boot scrapers and Doorstops

iy Lomse Wright
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Plaques for our donor boards
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St Faith's Dorstone
Bell Restoration Project 2018

Donation

~4u loving memory of Ben Goring

phe 1963 - 2018
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We finish where we started —
with a picture of St Faith'’s.
- This time with working bells!
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You can find the full history of this project
on St Faith’s website

www.dorstonechurch.org

S aiths J/h £\

loftery fund




